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City of lmperial Public Library Collection Development Policy

1. Mission Statement
The mission of the lmperial Public Library is to empower our diverse community through innovation and
collaboration, providing free and open access to credible information, equitable programs and
services, and fostering lifelong learning and sustainability. We strive to create a welcoming space where
all individuals can explore ideas, acquire knowledge, and connect with others to enrich their lives and
strengthen our community.

2. Purpose of the Policy
The purpose of the collection development policy is to guide staff in the selection and deselection of
library materials, provide guidelines for resource allocation, and inform the general public about the
principles underlying the selection of materials.

ln support of its mission, the Library endorses and has adopted the following statements used as

Buidelines for the development of the Library collections: American Library Association's "Library
Bill of Rights," "Freedom to Read," and "Freedom to View," presented in the Appendix section.
Further, California State Law, AB 1825, passed in 2024, requires the following statements to be
included in public library collection development policies:

1. The collection meets the broad and diverse interests of the community and respects both the
library's autonomy and their specific community needs.

2. The public library serves as a center for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of information
and ideas.

3. Library materials should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all
people, and should present diverse points of view in the collection as a whole.

4. The right of the public to receive access to a range of social, political, aesthetic, moral, and
other ideas and experiences is acknowledged.

3. Scope ofthe Collection
The City of lmperial Library houses fiction and non-fiction collections, as well as a small physical
reference collection, in addition to electronic reference books online. Library materials include
books, e-books, and audiobooks through Libby for Overdrive, as well as e-resources and a Library of
Thin8s. Library collections strive to reflect the needs and interests of the community. These
resourcEs are accessible to residents ofthe City of lmperial and are available to all lmperial County
residents through a City of lmperial Library card.

4. Responsibility for Collection Management
The final authority for the Library collection rests with the Library management. lmplementation of
the collection development policy and management of the collection is assigned to the Library staff.

5. Selection Criteria
The library strives to maintain an unbiased and diverse collection that represents a wide range of
viewpoints. Materials are selected for all ages, and are not excluded on the basis of race,
nationality, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, or social views of the author. ltems are
evaluated in the context of the whole work, and not on individual passages. The inclusion of items in
the collection does not imply endorsement of their content. Professional review sources are heavily
relied upon for consideration. General criteria for selection include:

1. Accuracy and currency of information
1



2. Favorably reviewed in standard review sources
3. G€neral interest in the community
4. Need for balance of a variety ofviewpoints and subjects within the collection
5. Quality of writing and format
6. Authority and standing of the author/publisher
7. Price, availability, space available in the Library and Library budget

8. Patrons are welcome and encouraged to make recommendations for purchase, but any
recommended items will be considered in the same criteria as listed above.

6. Selection Sources
Selection aids are an important tool for library staff when researching materials for purchase. Some
of the major selection resources library staff use include, but are not limited to:

1. Booklist

2. Publisher's Weekly

3. Kirkus reviews
4. Core Collection

There are many other book lists, resource guides, and review sites specific to library materials that
staff use when determining materials for consideration, but more weight is given to favorable
reviews from professional review sources.

7. Weeding Policy
Weeding is an essential component of library maintenance that involves reviewint materials for
potential removal from the collection. lt is an ongoing process that should be done regularly to
ensure the collection remains up to date. Weeding is ultimately based on the professional
judgement of the librarian or library staff.

lmperial Public Library abides by the following criteria when considering removal from the collection

1. Lack of use or demand

2. Duplicate copies in the same branch

3. Damaged materials or those of poor physical appearance

4. lnaccurateinformation
5. lrrelevant, outdated, or superseded by updated materials

5. Availability through other formats, or lnterlibrary loan

7. Space

8. Donation Policy
The library gratefully accepts donations of materials in pristine condition, provided they meet the
library's needs, space requirements, and relevance criteria. Books in poor condition with stains,
writing, or highlighting, or torn/yellow pages will not be accepted for donation. Library staff will
makethefinal decision on the use ofany acceptable materials. The library reserves the rightto
determine how donations not added to the library collection will be used.

The library cannot appraise the value of donated materials

2
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The lmperial Public Library supports the principles of intellectual freedom, as outlined in the
Library Bill of Rights and the Freedom to Read Statement, both adopted by the American Library
Association.

The library assures free and open access to its materials. The library supports and encourages
parental oversight of a child's use of the library and library collections. Responsibility for the reading
of children ultimately rests with their parents or legal guardians. Library staff do not decide for any
individual what they may or may not check out.

10. Requests for Reconsideration
The lmperial Public Library selects collection materials usint established criteria and considers the
varying age groups and backgrounds of its patrons. Requests for removal of items from the
collection may be made by City of lmperial residents using a formal procedure outlined below, and
with the "Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials" form in the Appendix section.

1. The lmperial Public Library recognizes that at any given time, some materials may be deemed
inappropriate or offensive by patrons. The selection of materials is based on the principles
stated in this policy. Materials will not be identified to show approval or disapproval. No
materials will be sequestered except to protect them from damage or theft.

2. The Library believes that censorship is purely an individual matterand declares that while
anyone is free to reject for themselves books and other materials that they do not approve of,
they cannot exercise this right of censorship to other persons to read or use other library
materials. The lmperial Public Library adheres to and supports the Library Bill of Rights and the
Freedom to Read Statement. (See Appendix.)

3. Responsibility for supervising children's use of the Library and Library materials rests with
parents or legal guardians. At no time will the Library staff act in loco parentis. The selection of
Library material will not be inhibited by the possibility that materials may come into the
possession of children.

4. Patrons requesting that an item be moved or withdrawn from the lmperial Public Library collection
must complete a "Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials" form, a sample of which is
included in the Appendix of this policy. Patrons must reside in the City of lmperial to have their
request considered, and only one request per patron will be considered at a time. The request for
reconsideration will be acknowledged in writing by the Library Manager within ten (10) business
days. The Library Manager will assign a panel of staff members to evaluate the item in question. The
review will be completed within thirty (30) business days of the initial request for reconsideration.
The panel's recommendations will be considered, and the Library Director's final decision will be
communicated to the patron via mail or email. Once a title has been considered, it will not be
reviewed again for a period of two (2) years.

11. Appendix of the Collection Development Policy includes:
"Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials" form
American Library Association "Library Bill of Rights"
American Library Association "Freedom to Read Statement"
American Library Association "Freedom to View"

This policy replaces any previous policy regarding collection development.
lmplemented November 2023

Revised December 3, 2025
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lf you wish to request reco nsideration of a library resource, completion of this form is the first step
in that procedure. Ptease return the compteted form to the Library Director. lncompl.ete forms (i.e.

no contact information) wlll not b€ considered.

Name Date

Home Address (inctude City, State, Zip)

Phone Number

Do you represent a group?

lf Yes, ptease identify:

Emait Address

Titte Author Pu btisher

Reasons for Request

1. How was this materiaI brought to your
attention?

2. Did you read/view the entire work?

3. Why do you object?

4. What specificatly do you obiect to in this
work? Cite pages or scenes.
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City of lmperial Public Library
Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials

lf you wish to request reconsideration of a [ibrary resou rce, compl.etion of this form is the first step
in that procedure. Ptease return the compteted form to the Library Director. lncomptete forms (i.e.

no contact i nformation) trllL0et-h!-colsldcrgd.

5. For what age group would you recommend
this work?

6. What do you betieve is the theme of this
work?

7. Have you read any professional reviews
about this work? lf so, what?

8. what action woutd you tike the tibrary to
take about this work?

9. What work would you recommend that
conveys a simitar perspective to the subject
treated in this work?

Patron Signature D ate

Library Director Signature Date Received

onl.y signed forms witl be considered. The Library Director wit[ acknowtedge receipt of the form
and witt begin the review process. once a decision is made, you witt be contacted. We appreciate

your concern, and are atways Looking for ways to improve our library.

lmperlal Pubtlc Llbrary .2OO W 9th St . lmperlat, CA 92251. 76O-355-1332

6

PaEe 2

Reasons for Request (Cont.)

Lo. Ptease add additiona[ comments here.



Library Bill of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that the
following basic policies should guide their services.

l. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of
all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin,
background, or views of those contributang to their creation.

ll. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical
issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

lll. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment oftheir responsibility to provide information and
enlightenment.

lv. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free
expression and free access to ideas.

v. A person's right to use a lrbrary should not be denied or abridged because oforiBin, age, background, or

Vl. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve should make
such facilities available on an equttable basis, regardless of the behefs or affiliations of individuals or groups
requesting their use.

vll. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality in
their library use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about. and protect people's privacy, safeguarding all
library u5e data, including personally identifiable information.

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; February 2, 1961;
lune 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; janua ry 29,2OI9.

lnclusion of "age" reaffirmed January 23, 1996

1



American Library Association - The Freedom to Read Statement

The freedom to read i5 essential to our democracy. lt js continuously under attack. Private groups and public
authorities in various parts of the country are working to remove or limit access to reading materials, to censor content
in school5, to label "controversial" views, to distribute lists of "objectionable" books or authors, and to purge libraries.
These actions apparently rise from a view that our national tradition of free expression is no lon8er valid; that
censorship and suppression are needed to counter threats to safety or national security, as well as to avoid the
subversion of politics and the corruption of morals. We, as individuals devoted to reading and as librarians and
publashers responsible for disseminating ideas, wish to assert the public intere5t in the preservation of the freedom to
read.

Most attempts at suppression rest on a denial of the fundamental premise of democracy: that the ordinary individual,
by exercising critical iudgment, will select the good and reiect the bad. We trust Americans to recognize propaganda

and misinformation, and to make their own decisions about what they read and believe. We do not believe they are
prepared to sacrifice their heritage of a free press in order to be "protected" against what others think may be bad for
them. We believe they still favor free enterprise in ideas and expression.

These efforts at suppression are related to a larger pattern of pressures being brought against education, the press, art
and images, films, broadcast media, and the lnternet. The problem is not only one of actual censorship. The shadow of
fear cast by these pressures leads, we suspect, to an even lar8er voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek

to avoid controversy or unwelcome scrutiny by government officials.

Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a tame of accelerated chan8e. And yet suppression is never

more dangerous than in such a time of social tension. Freedom has Siven the United States the elasticity to endure

strain. Freedom keeps open the path of novel and creative solutaons, and enables chan8e to come by choice. Every

silencing of a heresy, every enforcement of an orthodoxy, diminishes the toughness and resilience of our society and

leaves it the less able to deal with controversy and difference.

Now as always in our history, reading is among our greatest freedoms. The freedom to read and write is almost the
onlv means for making Eenerally available ideas or manners of expressaon that can initially command only a small

audienc€. The written word is the natural medium for the new idea and the untried volce from which come the original

contributions to social growth. lt is essential to the extended discussion that serious thought requires, and to the
accumulation of knowledge and ideas into or8ani2ed collections.

We believe that free communication is essential to the preservation of a free society and a creative culture. We believe

that these pressures toward conformity present the danger of limiting the range and variety of inquiry and expression

on which our democracy and our culture depend. We believe that every American community must jealously guard the
freedom to publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own freedom to read- we believe that publishers and

librarians have a profound responsibility to give validity to that freedom to read by making it possible for the readers to

choose freelv from a variety of offerings.

The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution. Those with faith an free people will stand firm on these

constitutional guarantees of essentaal rights and will exercise the responsibilitie5 that accompanY these ri8hts.

We therefore affirm these propositions

It is in the public intercst lor publishe6 ond libro ons to moke ovoiloble the widest divesity of views ond

exptessions, including those thot ore unorthodox, unpopulot, or considered donqercus by the noiotity.

Creative thought is by definition new, and what is new is different. The bearer of every new thought is a rebel

until that idea is refined and tested. Totalitarian systems attempt to maintain themselves in power bv the

8

1



2

ruthless suppression of any concept that challenges the established orthodoxy. The power of a democratic
system to adapt to change is vastly strengthened by the freedom of its citizens to choose widely from among
conflictinB opinions offered freely to them. To stifle every nonconformist idea at birth would mark the end of
the democratic process. Furthermore, only through the constant activity oI weighing and selecting can the
democratic mind attain the strength demanded by times like these. We need to know not only what we
believe but why we believe it.

Publishers, librorions, ond booksellers do not need to endorse every ideo or presentotion they moke avoiloble.
It v,tould conllict with the public intercst fot them to estoblish thei own politicol, morol, or oesthetic views os o
stondord for determining whot should be published ot circulated.

Publishers and librarians serve the educational process by helping to make available knowledge and ideas
required for the groMh of the mind and the increase of learning. They do not foster education by imposing as
mentors the patterns of their own thought. The people should have the freedom to read and consider a
broader range of ideas than those that may be held by any sangle librarian or publisher or government or
church. lt is wrong that what one can read should be confined to what another thinks proper.

It is contrcty to the public interest lor publishets or libro ons to bor occess to writings on the bosis of the
personol history or politicol ofliliotions of the outhor.

No art or literature can flourish if it is to be measured by the political views or private lives of its creators. No
society of free people can flourish that draws up lists of writers to whom it will not listen, whatever they may
have to say.

There is no ploce in ou society lot elfotts to coerce the toste of others, to conline odults to the rcoding motter
deemed suitoble for odolescents, or to inhibit the et'forts of writers to ochieve ortistic expression.

To some, much of modern expression is shockinE. But is not much of life itself shocking? We cut off literature
at the source if we prevent writers from dealing with the stuff of life. parents and teachers have a
responsibility to prepare the young to meet the diversity of experiences in life to which they will be exposed,
as they have a responsibility to help them learn to think criticaily for themselves. These are affirmative
responsibilities, not to be daschar8ed simply by preventing them from reading works for which they are not yet
prepared. ln these matters values differ, and values cannot be legislated; nor can machinery be devised that
will suit the demands of one group without limitjng the freedom of others.

3
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The ideal of labelinB presupposes the existence of individuals or Eroups with wisdom to determine by
authority what is good or bad for others. lt presupposes that individuals must be directed jn making up their
minds about the ideas they examine. But Americans do not need others to do their thinkinB for them.

6. lt is the responsibility of publishers ond librorions, os guordions ol the people's freedom to reod, to contest
encrcochments upon thot freedom by individuols or grcups seeking to impose their own stondods or tostes
upon the community ot lorge; ond by the government whenevet it seeks to reduce or deny public occess to
public inlotmotion.

It is inevitable in the give and take of the democratic process that the political, the moral, or the aesthetic
concepts of an indivadual or group will occasionally collide with those of another individu3l or group. tn a free
society individuals are free to determine for themselves what they wi5h to read, and each group is free to
determine what it will recommend to its freely associated members. gut no group has the right to take the law

9
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into its own hands, and to impose its own concept of politics or morality upon other members of a democratic
society- Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the accepted and the inoffensive. Further, democratic
societies are more safe, free, and creative when the free flow of public information is not restricted by

Sovernmental prerogative or self-censorship.

'1. lt is the responsibility of publishers ond librcrions to give Jull meoning to the freedom to reod by ptoviding
books thot enrich the quolity ond diversity ol thought ond exptession. By the exercise oI this olfitmotive
responsibility, they con demonstrote thot the onswer to o "bod" book is o good one, the onswer to o "bod" ideo

is o good one.

The freedom to read is of little consequence when the reader cannot obtain matter fit for that reader's
purpose. What is needed is not only the absence of restraint. but the positive provision of opportunity for the
people to read the best that has been thought and said. Books are the major channel by which the intellectual
inheritance is handed down, and the principal means of its testing and growth. The defense of the freedom to
read requires of all publishers and librarians the utmost of their faculties, and deserves of all Americans the
fullest of their support.

We state these propositions neither lightly nor as easy generalizations. We here stake out a lofty claim for the value of
the written word. We do so because we believe that it is possessed of enormous variety and usefulness, worthy of
cherishing and keeping free. We realize that the application of these propositions may mean the dissemination of ideas

and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do not state these propositions in the comfortable
belief that what people read is unimportant. we believe rather that what people read is deeply important: that ideas

can be dangerous; but that the suppression of ideas is fatal to a democratic society. Freedom itself is a dangerous way

of life, but it is ours.

This statement was originally issued in May of 1953 by the Westchester Conference of the American Library Association

and the American Book Publishers council, which in 1970 consoladated with the American Educational Publishers

lnstitute to become the Association of American Publishers.

Adopted lune 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee; amended .Januaty 28,7972;
.January 16, 1991;.luly 12, 2000; lune 30, 2004.

A loint Stotement by

American Librarv Association
Association of American Publishers

Subsequently endorsed by

Ameri.an Booksellers for Free Expression

The Association of American UniversitY Presses

The Children's Book Council

Freedom to Read FoundatioD

National Association of Colleee Stores

National Coalitron inst Censorshi

National council of Teachers of English

The Thomas jefferson Center for the Protection of Free txpression

10



Freedom to View Statement

The FREEDOM TO VIEW, along with the freedom to speak. to hear, and to read, is protected by the First Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States. ln a free society, there is no place for censorship of any medium of expressron
Therefore these principles are affirmed:

1. To provide the broadest access to film, video, and other audiovisual materials because they are a means for
the communication of ideas. Liberty of circulation is essential to insure the constitutional guarantee of
freedom of expression.

2. To prot€ct the confadentiality of all individuals and institutions using film, video, and other audiovisual
materials.

3. To provide falm, video, and other audiovisual materials which represent a diversity of views and expression.
Selection of a work does not constitute or imply agreement with or approval of the content.

4. To provide a diversity of viewpoints without the constraint of labeling or prejudging film, video, or other
audiovisual materials on the basis of the moral, .eligious, or political beliefs of the producer or filmmaker or
on the basis of controversial content.

5. To contest vigorously, by all lawful means, every encroachment upon the public,s freedom to view.

This statement was oriSinally drafted by the Freedom to View Committee of the American Film and Vadeo Association
(formerly the Educational Film Library Association) and was adopted by the AFVA Board of Directors in February 1979
This statement was updated and approved by the AFVA Board of Directors in 1999.

Endorsed lanuary 10, 1990, by the ALA Council

11



City of lmperial Public Library Collection Development Policy

Redlined Version
Redlined summary showing key changes between the 2023 policy and the revised 2025 AB

1825{ompliant policy.

NOTE: Additions are underlined. Deletions are shown with strikethrough. Highlights are notes

Last revised September 2023.

Passed by Library Board November 2023

l. Mission Statement
The lmperial nubli€ tibrary ryel€emes and supp€rts all peePle fer th€ enieYment ef readinB and

the Bersuit ef life len€ learning, werking tegether, yve striye to provide a€€ess te infermatien,
ideas and knewledge threugh beeks; teehneleEy; pregrams; serviees and ether reseurees,

Added adopted mission statement: The mission of the lmoerial Public Li arv is to emDower our

2. Purpose of the Policy

The purpose of the collection development policy is to guide staff in the appropriate selection

and deselection of library materials, provide guidelines for resource allocation, familiarize the
general public with the principles on which material selections are made, ae*te{*rthe+-t}+'
li++aP/-missisn-and{€3+s'

Added New AB 1825 la aee n suooort of its mission. the Librarv endorses nde u a has adoDted

the followins statements used as suidelines for the development of he Librarv collections

Americ Association's "Library Bill of Rishts." "Freedom to Read," and "Freedom to
View," oresented in the Aooendix section. Further, California State Law. AB 1825. oassed in

2024. reouires the followins statements to be included in oublic librarv collection develooment
policies:

3. Scope of the Collection
The City of lmperial Library houses fiction and non-fiction collections, as well as small physical

reference collection in addition to electronic reference books online. Library materials include

diverse communitv throuqh innovation and collaboration, providinq free and open access to credible

information, eouitable prosrams and services. and fosterins lifelong learnins and sustainabilitv. We

strive to create a welcominp soace where all individuals can explore ideas. acouire knowledge, and

connect with others to enrich their lives and strenethen our communitv.

1. The collection meets the broad and diverse interests of the communitv and respects both

the librarv's autonomv and their sgecific communitv needs.

2. The public librarv serves as a center for voluntarv inouirv and the dissemination of
information and ideas.

3. Librarv materials should be orovided for the interest, information. and enlightenment of all

oeoole. and should oresent diverse points of view in the collection as a whole.
4. The rieht of the public to receive access to a range of social, political, aesthetic. moral, and

other ideas and experiences is acknowledqed.



books, e-books and audiobooks through Libbv for Overdrive, e-resources, a nd-nsn-t+aditie{r€+
€ir€ulating mate.ials, ss€h as €hr€mebaeks, sewing ma€hines, and toys fer €hildren a Librarv of
Thinss. Library collections strive to reflect the needs and interests of the community. These
resources are accessible to residents of the City of lmperial and are e*ended available to all el
lmperial County IelideqE through a City of lmperial Library card.

Minor adiustment to srammar/wordins for claritv

4. Responsibility for Selection
The ultimate .e-pensibilitf fer the €elle€tien lies with the tibrary ndministrat€r, Bire€t s€l€€tion
ef library materials is dene by the libra+ian respensible f6r €6llestisn deyel€Bment and ag5igned

ies
@

Clarified lanpuase: The final authoritv for the Librarv collection rests with the L ibra
management. lmolementa tion of the collection develoDment policv and manaaement of the
collection ts assrsned to the Librarv staff

. Accuracy and currency of information

. Favorably reviewed in standard review sources

. General interest te i! the community
o Need for balance of a variety of viewpoints and subiects within the collection
. Quality of writing and format
. Authority and standing of the author/publisher
.-AYedability€{+he.it€m
.----€€5t Price. availabil . soace available in the Librarv and librarv budeet

+h€+ubli€+ Patrons are welcome and encouraged to make recommendations for purchase,
but any recommended items will be considered en in the same criteria as listed above.

Minor adiustment to rammar/wordine for claritv and chanped bu llet points to numbers

5. Selection Sources
Selection aids are an important tool for library staff when researching materials for purchase
Some of the maior selection resources library staff use include, but are not limited to:

. Booklist

.---tibraryJ€s+nal

. Publisher's Weekly

. Kirkus reviews
r Core Collection

5. Selection Criteria
The library strives to maintain an unbiased and diverse collection, rep+ese*ting-many that
represents a wide ranAe of viewpoints. Materials are selected for all ages, and are not excluded
on the basis of race, nationality, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, or socialviews of
the author. ltems are evaluated in the context of the whole work, and not on individual
passages. fhqlnclusion of items in the collection does not imply endorsement of tle OqiI
content. Professional review sources are heavily relied upon for consideration. General criteria
for selection include:



There are many other book lists, resource guides, and review sites specific to library materials
that staff use when determining materials for consideration, but more weight is given to
favorable reviews from professional review sources.

o Lack of use or demand
. Duplicate copies in the same branch

. Damaged materials or those of poor physical appearance

. lnaccu rate information

. lrrelevant, outdated, or superseded by updated materials

. Availability through other formats, or lnterlibrary loan

. Space

ment to srammar/wordi ng for c laritv

8. Donation Policy
The library Er€+€{clFaccepts donations of materials that are in pristine condition depeRd+ng-€n

provided thev meet the library's needs, space reouirements, and relevance criteria

@'Booksinpoorconditionwithstains,writing.orhi8hli8hting,
or torn/yellow pages will not be accepted for donation. Library staff will make the final
decision on the use of any a€€epted a!!gp!ah!g materials. The library retains reserves the right

to determine how

donations not added to the libra rv collection will be used

The library cannot appraise the value of donated materials.

Minor adiu ment to Prammar/wordi for claritv

Minor adiu

7. Weeding Policy
Weeding is an essential component of library maintenance that involves tl€{€vi€*€{ reviewinq
materials for ootential removal €{ fp!! the collection. lt is an ongoing processrendthat should
be done regularly to ensure the collection i5I944i!! up-to-date. Weeding is ultimately based

on !!g professional judgement of the librarian or library staff.

lmperial Public Library abides by the following criteria when considering removalfrom the
collection:



The library assures free and open access to its materials. The library supports and encourages
parental oversightia of a child's use of the library and library collections. Responsibility for !!g
reading of children ultimately rests with their parents or legal guardians. Library staff dees g!9

not decide for any individual what they may or may not check out.

10. Requests for Reconsideration
natrens whe Yvish te request that library staff re€ensider +.pe€ifi€ title in their €elle€tien ere

The Batren rhesld €emplete the ferm and return it tethe tibrary Administrat€+, \flhg willthen
in the

€€ntext ef the eelle€tien Develepment Peli€y, Whil€ the item is beine reyiewe4 ne a€tien will
be taken with the material Hntil the review p{e€ess has been €empleted, The patren will th€n
+€€€ive-e-*+i@ien, Titles rnay €nly be uBfsr

1. The lm oerial P ublic Librarv recosnizes that at anv siven time, some materials mav be
deemed inaopro priate or offensive bv oatrons. The selectio n of materials is based on the
orincioles stated in this oolicv. Materia ls will not be identified to s aooroval or
disaooroval. No materials will be seoueste red exceot to Drotect them f m damage or

believes that censo rshi is ourel an ind ividua I matter and declares that while

theft.
2.7he Libra o

anvone is free to reiect for them selves books and other materials that th do not aoorove
of. thev can not exercise this riPht of censo rshio to other oersons to read or use other
librarv material s. The lmDerial Public Libra rv adheres to and suDoo rts the LibrarV Bill of
R iehts and the Freedom to Read Statement See AoDendix. )

3. Resoonsib ilitv for suoervisinP child ren's use of the Librarv and Librarv materials rests with
Darents or I lsuardians. At no time wil I the Librarv staff act in loco parentis. The
selection of Librarv material will not be inhi bited bv the Dossibilitv that materials mav
come into the oossession of ch ild re n

4. Patrons reou estins that an item be moved or withdrawn from the lmoerial Public Librarv
collection must comDlete a "Reouest for Reconsi deration of Librarv Materials" form, a samole of
which is includ in the Aooendix of this oo liCV Patrons must reside in the C of lmperial to
have their request considered, and onlv one reo uest oer pat ron will be considered at a time. The
reouest for reconsideration will be acknowled in writinP bv the Librarv Man aPer within ten
10 business da s. Th

item in ouestio
Mana r will ass n n staff members to evaluat h

n. The review will be comolet ed within thirtv (30) business davs of the initial
request for reconsid eration. The pa 4q!15 recommendations will be considered. and the Library
Director's final decision will be commun icated to the oatron via mail or email
been considered, it will not be reviewed again for a period of two (2) years

Once a title has

9. Access to Materials
The Imperial Public Library supports the principles of intellectual freedom ed€pted+y+h€

Sbtem€f,t. as outlined in the Librarv Bill of Rishts and the Freedom to Read Statement,
both adopted bv the American Librarv Association.

The lmperial Public Librarv selects collection materials usine established criteria and considers
the varvins aAe qrouos and backgrounds of its patrons. Requests for removal of items from the
collection mav be made bv Citv of lmperial residents usine a formal procedure outlined below,
and with the "Reouest for Reconsideration of Librarv Materials" form in the Appendix section.



2. Aooendix ofthe Collection Development Policy includes:
"Request for Reconsideration of Library Materials" form
American Librarv Association "Librarv Bill of Rishts"
American Librarv Association "Freedom to Read Statement"
American Librarv Association "Freedom to View"

This policv replaces anv previous oolicv reqardinq collection develooment.
lmolemented November 2023

Revised December 3, 2025



Library Bil! of Rights

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that the
following basic policies should guide their services.

l. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of
all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin,

background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

tl. Libraries 5hould provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current and historical

issues, Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

lll. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment oftheir responsibility to provide information and

enliBhtenment.

lV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free

expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, a8e, background, or

views.

Vl. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meetinB rooms available to the public they serve should make

such facilities available on an equitable basis, re8ardless of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups

requesting their use.

Vll. All people, regardless of origin, age, background, or views, possess a right to privacy and confidentiality rn

their lib.ary use. Libraries should advocate for, educate about, and protect people's privacy. safeguarding all

library use data, including personally identifiable information.

Adopted June 19, f939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14. 1944; .lune 18, 1948i February 2, 1961i

.iune 27, 1967; January 23, 1980: January 29,2079.

lnclusron of 'age" reaffirmed lanuary 23. 1996



The Freedom to Read Statement

The freedom to read is essentialto our democracy. lt is continuously under attack. Private Broups
and public authorities in various parts of the country are working to remove or limit access to reading
materials, to censor content in schools, to label "controversial" views, to distribute Iists of "ob,ectionable"

books or authors, and to purge libraries. These actions apparently rise from a view that our national tradition
of free expression is no longer valid; that censorship and suppression are needed to counter threats to safety

or national security, as well as to avoid the subversion of politics and the corruption of morals. We, as

individuals devoted to reading and as librarians and publishers responsible for disseminating ideas, wish to
assert the public interest in the preservation of the freedom to read.

Most attempts at suppression rest on a denial of the fundamental premise of democracy: that the

ordinary individual, by exercising c.itical judgment, will select the good and re,ect the bad. we trust
Americans to recognize propaganda and misinformation, and to make their own decisions about what they
read and believe. We do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice their heritage of a free press in order to be

"protected" agaanst what others think may be bad for them. We believe thev still favor free enterprise in

ideas and expression.

These efforts at suppression are related to a larger pattern of pressures being brought against

education, the press, art and images, films, broadcast media, and the lnternet. The problem is not only one of

actual censorship. The shadow of fear cast by these pressures leads, we suspect, to an eveo larger voluntary

curtailment of expression by those who seek to avoid controversy or unwelcome scrutiny by government

officials.

Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a time of accelerated change. And yet

suppression is never more dangerous than in such a time of social tension. Freedom has given the United

States the elasticity to endure strain. Freedom keeps open the path of novel and creative solutaons, and

enables change to come by choice. Every sileocing of a heresy, every enforcement of an orthodoxy,

diminishes the toughness and resilience of our society and leaves it the less able to deal with controversy and

difference.

Now as always in our history, reading is among our greatest freedoms. The freedom to read and

write is almost the only means for making generally available ideas or manners of expression that can initially
command only a small audience. The written word is the natural medium for the new idea and the untried
voice from which come the original contributions to social growth. lt is essential to the extended discussion

that seflous thought requires, and to the accumulation of knowledge and ideas into organized collections.

We believe that free communrcation is essential to the preservation of a free society and a creative

culture. We believe that these pressures toward conformity present the danger of limiting the ranBe and

variety of inquiry and expression on which our democracy and our culture depend. We believe that every

Ameracan community must iealously guard the freedom to publish and to carculate, an order to prese.ve its

own freedom to read. We believe that publishers and librarians have a profound responsibility to give validity

to that freedom to read bv making it possible for the readers to choose freely from a variety of offerings.



The freedom to read is Buaranteed by the Constitution. Those with faith in free people will stand firm
on these constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that accompany
these rights.

We therefore affirm these proposrtions

7. lt is in the public interest for publishers ond libraridns to moke ovoiloble the widest diversity ol views
dnd expressions, including those thot ore unorthodox, unpopulor, or considered dongerous by the
mojority.

Creative thought as by definition new, and what is new is different. The bearer of every new thought
is a rebel until that idea is refined and tested. Totalitarian systems attempt to maintaan themselves in
power by the ruthless suppression of any concept that challenges the established orthodoxy. The
power of a democratic system to adapt to change is vastly strengthened by the freedom of its
citizens to choose widely from among conflicting opinions offered freely to them. To stifle every
nonconformist idea at birth would mark the end of the democratic process. Furthermore, onlv
through the constant activity of weighrng and selecting can the democratic mind attain the strength
demanded by times like these. We need to know not only what we believe but why we believe it.

2. Publishers, librotions, ond booksellers do not need to endorse every ideo or Nesentotion they make
ovoiloble. lt would conllict with the public interest t'or them to estoblish their own politicol, morol, or
oesthetic views os o stondard for determining whot should be published or circulated.

Publishers and lib.arians serve the educational process by helping to make avarlable knowledge and
ideas required for the growth of the mind and the increase of learning. They do not foster education
by imposing as mentors the patterns of thetr own thought. The people should have the freedom to
read and consider a broader range of ideas than those that may be held by aoy single librarian or
publisher or government or church. lt is wrong that what one can read jhould be confined to what
another thinks proper.

3. lt is coniary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to bor occess to writings on the basis of
the personol history or politicol oflilidtions of the outhor.

No art or literature can flourish if it is to be measured by the polittcal views or private lives of its
creators. No society of free people can flounsh that draws up lists of writers to whom it will not
listen, whatever they may have to say.

4. There is no ploce in ou society for efforts to coerce the tdste of others, to confine odults to the
reoding motter deemed suitable for odolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to ochieve ortistic
expression.

To some, much of modern expression is shocking. 8ut is not much of life itself shockrng? We cut off
literature at the source if we prevent writers from dealing with the stuff of Ife. parents and teachers
have a r esponsrbrlity to prepare the youog to meet the diversity of experience! tn life to which they
will be exposed, as they have a responsibility to help them learn to thrnk critically for themselves.
These are affirmative responsibilities, not to be discharged simply by preventing them from reading
works for which they are not yet prepared. ln these matters values differ, and values cannot be
legislated; nor can machrnery be devrsed that will suit the demands of one group without limtting the
freedom of others.



5. lt is not in the public interest to force o redder to accept the prejudgment of o lobel chorocterizing
any expression or its duthor os subversive or dangerous.

The ideal of labeling presupposes the existence of individuals or groups with wisdom to determine by

authority what is good or bad for others. lt presupposes that individuals must be directed in makinB

up their minds about the ideas they examine. But Americans do not need others to do their thinkin8
for them.

6. lt is the responsibility of publishers ond librdrians, os guordidns of the people's freedom to rcod, to
contest encroochments upon thot freedom by individuols or groups seeking to impose their own
stondards or tostes upon the community ot lorge; ond by the government whenever it seeks to reduce

or deny public occess to public informotion.

It is inevitable in the give and take ofthe democratic process that the political, the moral, or the

aesthetic concepts of an individual or group will occasionally collide with those of another individual

or group. ln a free socaety individuals are free to determine for themselves what they wish to read,

and each group is free to determine what it will recommend to its freely associated members. But no

group has the right to take the law into its own hands, and to impose its own coocept of politics or
morality upon other members of a democratic society. Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded onlv

to the accepted and the inoffensive. Further, democratic societies are more safe, free, and creative

when the free flow of publac information rs not restricted by governmental prerogative or relf-
censorship.

? . lt is the responsibility ol publishers ond librotions to give full meoning to the freedom to reod by

providinq books that enrich the quolity ond diversity of thought ond expression. 8y the exercise of this

ot'firmotive responsibility, they con demonstrote thot the onswer to d "bad" book is o good one, the
qnswer to o "bod" ideo is o good one.

The freedom to read is of little consequence when the reader cannot obtain matter fit for that
reader's purpose. What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, but the positive provisaon of

opportunity for the people to read the best that has been thought and said. Books are the major

channel by which the intellectual inheritance is handed down, and the principal means of its testrng

and growth. The defense of the freedom to read requires of all publishers and librarians the utmost

of their faculties, and deserves of all Americans the fullest of their support.

We state these propositions neither lightlV nor as easy generali2ations. We here stake out a lofty

claim for the value of the written word. We do so because we believe that it is possessed of enormous variety

and usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free. We .ealize that the application of the5e propositions

mav mean the dissemanation of ideas and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. We do

not state these propositions in the comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant. We belaeve

rathe. that what people read is deeply important; that idea5 can be dangerousj but that the suppressron o{

ideas is fatal to a democratic society. Freedom rtself is a dangerous way of life. but it is ours.

This statement was origtnally issued rn May of 1953 by the Westchester Conference of the American Library

Association and the American Book Publishers Council, which in 1970 consoladated with the American

Educational Publishers lnstitute to become the Association of American Publishers.



Adopted.lune 25, 1953, by the ALA Council and the AAP Freedom to Read Committee; amended January 28.

1972: January J.6, 1991; July 12, 2000;.lune 30, 2004.

A )oint Stotement by

American Library Association
Association of American Publishers

Subsequently endorsed by:

American Eooksellers for Free Expression

ssociation of American Univ rsl P(

dren's Book Cou ncil
Freedom to d Foundation
National Associ n of CollePe Stores
National Coalition Asainst Censorshio
National Council ofTeachers of Enqlish
The Thomas ,efferson Center for the Protectron of Free Expression
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AUTHENTICATED

An act to add Chapter l0 (commencing with Section 19800) lo Part I I
ofDivision I ofTitle I ofthe Education Code, relating to libraries.

Assembly Bill No. 1825

CHAPTER %I

[Approved by Govemor Sepiember 29, 2024. Filed with
Secretary of State Septemb er 29, 2024.)

LEGISL,\TIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB t825, Muratsuchi. Califomia Freedom to Read Act.
Existing law establishes a public library system, including school libraries,

unified school district and union high school district public libraries,
municipal libraries, county free libraries, the California State Library, and
library districts. Under existing law, the Legislature declares that the public
library is, among other things, a source of information and inspiration to
oersons of all aqes. cultural backgounds, and economic statuses' This bill wou'id require every p-ublic library jurisdiction, as defined, that
directly receives any atate funding to establish, adopt, and maintaln a *ritt€n
and publicly accesiible collection development policy for its libraries.by
January 1, 2026, as specified. The bill would reqlire the. collection
development policy lo,-among other things, (1) guide the selection and

deselection oflibrary materials, as defined, and (2) establish a process for
community members to share their concerns regarding library materials and

request miteriats be reconsidered for inclusion in the library's collection.
the bitl would require the adopted policy to be sent to the State Librarian'

and would authorize the State Librarian or their designee to provide technical

assistanc€ to public libraries in developing their collection development
policy.- 

Th; biU would prohibit the goveming board or body of a public library,
or any body or commission designated to review the procurement, relentlon,
or ciiculation of, or access to, iibrary materials, from (l) proscribing the

ctculation or procurcment oi or access to, library materials in a public
library because of the topic addressed by the library materials or because

oftheviews, ideas, or opinions contained in materials or (2) creating policies
or procedures that limii or restrict access to library materials offered-by the
puLlic library, except as provided. The bill would also prohibit library
materials io a publii library from being excluded, and access to library
materials from Leing limited, solely on the bases of(l ) specified protected
characteristics ofa subject ofthe library materials, an autbor ofthe materials,
the sources ofthe library materials, or the perceived or intended audience

for the library materials, (2) that the materials contain inclusive and divene
penpectives, or (3) that the materials may include sexual content, except

is piovided. The bill would provide that a person's right to use a public
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ch.94t ,

library and its resources shall not be denied or abridged solely because of
personal characteristics, age, background, or views.

The bill would prohibit a librarian, library media specialist, other
employee, or contractor at a public library from being subject to termination,
demotion, discipline, or retaliation for (l) refusing to remove a library
material before it has been reviewed in accordance with the public library's
process for reconsideration of library materials or (2) making displays,
acquisitions, or programming decisions that the employee believes, in good
faith, are in accordance with the bill's provisions.

The bill would provide that these provisions apply to a public tibrary, as

defined, including any public library operated on a contmctual basis, or
operated by a city, including a general law or charter ciry county, special
district, orjoint powers authority, except that these provisions do not apply
to any schoot lil5rary, as defined, or any library operated by the goveming
board of a school distric! a county board of education, or the goveming
body ofa charter school. To the extent these provisions impose additional
duties on public libraries, the bill would create a state-mandated local
program.

The bill would include findings that changes proposed by this bilt ad&ess
a matter of statewide concem rather than a municipal affair and, therefore,
apply to all cities, including chaner cities.- -The 

Califomia C-onstitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies
and school districts for cenain costs mandated by the state. Statutory
provisions establisb procedures for making that reimbursement.- 

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates

determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement
for those costs shall be made pursuant to the statutory provisions noted
above.

The people of the Stale of Califomia do enact as follows:

SECTION l. Chapter l0 (commencing with Section 19800) is added to
Part I I of Division I ofTitle I ofthe Education Code, to read:

Cnaprtn 10. CarrrolNre Fxgeoou ro Rr,lp Acr

19800. This chapter shall be ktown, and may be cited, as the Califomia
Fresdom to Read Act.

19801. The Legislature finds and declarcs all ofthe following:
(a) Libraries are essential for information, educatio4 and enlightenment

of all people of the community the library sewes.

ft) Libraries provide access to books that offer teachable moments for
readers of all agis and expand our understanding of people with different
backgounds, ideas, and beliefs.

1cf A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged
solely beiause of personal chamcteristics, age, background, or views.

90



3 ch.94l

(d) Removing and banning books from public libraries are dangerous
acts of govemment censonhip and erode our country's commitueut to
freedom of expression and the right to receive information.

(e) Librarians are professionals trained to not impose their own thoughts
and opinions on which ideas are right, but to make knowledge and ideas

arailable so that people have the freedom to choose what to read.
(f) Librarians and library stafreceive extensive professional training to

develop and curate collections to meet the broad and divene interests of
their communities, which hclude, but are not limited to, literary ralue and
developmental appropriateness of material.

19802. (a) (1) Every public library jurisdiction that directly receives
any state funding, includi:rg, but not limited to, state fi.rnding pursuant to
this parl, shatl establish, adopt, and maintain a wdtten and publicly accessible
collection development policy for its public libraries by January l, 2026,
and shall submit that collection development policy to the State Librarian.
The State Librarian or their designee may provide technical assistance to
public libraries ir developing thet collection dwelopment policy. The
iollection development policy, at a minimum, shall do all ofthe followi.ng:

(A) Establish a process for commtmity members to share their concerns
regarding library materials and to request that library materials be
reconsidered for inclusion in the library's collection.

(B) Guide the selection and deselection of library materials.
(C) Acknowledge that the public library's collection me€ts the broad and

diverse interests of the commtmity and respect both the library's autonomy
and their specifc community needs.

(D) Establish that the public library serves as a center for voluntary
inquiry and the dissemination of information and ideas.

(E) 
-Acloowledge 

that library materials should be provided for the interest,
information, and enlightenmeut of all people, and should Present divere
points ofview in the collection as a whole.- 

(F) Acknowledge the riSht ofthe public to receive access to a range of
social, political, aesthetic, moral, and other ideas and experiences.

(2) A librarian, l.ibrary media specialist, other employee, or contrartor
at a public library shall not be subject to termination, dernotion, discipline,
or retaliation for either ofthe following:

(A) Refushg to remove a library material before it has been reviewed
in accordance with the public library's process for the reconsideration of
library materials established pursuant to subparagraph (A) ofparagraph ( I )

(Bi Making displays, acquisitions, or programming decisions that the
employee or contractor believes, in good faith, are in accordance with the

requirements of this section.
(b; 1t; 1-he goveming board or body of a public library, or any body or

commission designated to review the procurement, retention, or circulation
of, or access to, library materials, shall not proscribe or prohibit the
ctculation or procurement of, or access to, any library materials in a public
library becausi of the topic addressed by the materials or because of the
views, ideas, or opinions contained in those materials.

90



ch.94l 4

(2) (A) Libmry materials in public libraries shall not be exclude4 and
access to library materials shall not be limited, solely on the bases of any
ofthe following:

(i) The race, nationality, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion,
disability, political affiliation, or any other characteristic listed in subdivision
(a) ofSection 12940 ofthe Govemment Code, or the socioeconomic status
of a subject of the library materials, an author of the library materials, the
source of the library materials, or the perceived or intended audience for
the library materials.

(ii) The likary materials contain inclusive and divene perspectives.
(iii) The library materials may include sexual content, unless that content

qualifies as obscene under United States Stpreme Coun precedent.
(B) This pamgraph does not apply to library materials excluded, or for

which access is limited, pursuant to a library maintenance and deaccession
policy.

(3) The goveming board or body of a public library or any body or
commission designated to review the procurement, retention, or circulation
of, or access to, library malerials, shall not create policies or procedures
that limit or restrict access to library materials offered by the public library
unless the policies or procedures are adopted to preserve the safety or
security ofthe library materials, are time, place, and manner restrictions not
based on the content of materials, or are programs that provide for the
effective managernent ofthe library and its rEsources to preserve access for
all library users.

(c) A penon's right to use a pubtic library and its resources shall not be

denied or abridged solely because of personal characteristics, age,

background, or views.
(d) All people, regardless of personal characteristics, age, background"

or views, possess a right to privary a:rd confidentiality in the materials they
borrow from libraries.

(e) This section applies to a public library as defined in Section 18015,
including any pubtic library operated on a cont'achxll basis, or by a city,
including a general law or charter city, counry special district, or joint
powers authority, except that it does not apply to any school library, as

defined in Section 18710, or any library operated by the goveming board
of a school district, a county board of education, or the goveming body of
a charter school.

(f) For purposes ofthis section, the following definitions apply:
(I) "Library materials" includes, butisnot limited to, books, periodicals

and serials, audio materials, audiovisual materials, instructional matErials,
maps, databases, government documents, records, photographs, and all other
sirnilar materials, r,r,hether in tangible or etectronic form. "Library materials"
does not include bardware, tools, inshrments, computers, appliances, or
other items that are not for the primary purpose of conveying ideas or
information.

90



(2) "Public library jurisdiction" means a county, city and county, city,
or any district that is authorized by law to provide public library services
and that operates a public library described in subdivision (e).

SEC. 2. The Legislature finds and declares that ensuring public libraries
are ftee ofcensorship is a matter of statewide concem and is not a municipal
affair as that term is used in Section 5 of Article XI of the Califomia
Constitution. Therefore, Section I of this act adding Chapter 10
(commencing with Section 19800) to Part 1l of Division I ofTitle I ofthe
Education Code applies to all cities, including charter cities.

SEC. 3- If the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act
contains costs mandated by the state, reimbusement to local agencies and
school disu'icts for those costs shall be made pusuant to Part 7 (commencing
with Section 17500) of Division 4 ofTitle 2 ofthe Govemment Code.

-5-
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