
 

 
 

Staff Report 
 Agenda Item No. C-1 
   
 
 
 
To: City of Imperial Traffic Commission 

 
From: Lisa Tylenda, Planner 

 
Date: September 7, 2017  

 
Subject: Proposed Speed Limit Reduction HWY 86 
 

 
 
Background 
 
Highway 86 Corridor: 
“The City of Imperial, especially the heart of downtown, is located along 
Highway 86, the main arterial roadway for the City and a primary path for 
regional travelers. The average daily traffic counts for Highway 86 were noted as 
high as 21,800 ADT in 2014 (Caltrans 2014 Traffic Counts). With an abundance 
of vacant land along the highway, there is much opportunity to capitalize on 
the potential sales tax revenue of businesses along this corridor. This 
highway is the main thoroughfare through the City as there are no other 
complete north-south roadways within the City (refer to the Circulation Element 
for further detail).” 

-City of Imperial Land Use & Circulation Element May 2017 
 
Recently, the City of Imperial has been given control of the stretch of HWY 86 that runs within 
the City limits of Imperial. It is the main artery running through the City and is heavily used. 
During the June 20, 2018 City Council meeting, council directed staff to begin the process to 
reduce the speed from 65 MPH to 45 MPH due to safety concerns. Since council gave direction, 
staff has begun reviewing traffic incidence reports generated by the Imperial Police Department. 
The traffic incidence reports generated (attached) reflects only calls within the stretch of HWY 
86 that is within city limits. The report depicts calls that have occurred within the last five (5) 
years; 2801 traffic incidences.   
 
Lowering the speed for that stretch of HWY 86 not only would meet the vision of safety on 
council’s behalf, but could potentially meet and influence some of the goals within our Land Use 
and Circulation Element: 
 
 



• Circulation Element Goal #1 Circulation & Land Use : Plan land uses in 
conjunction with the circulation system to encourage future growth in areas of higher 
density on transportation nodes, which will better allocate City resources and limit 
vehicle miles traveled. 

 
• Circulation Element Goal #2 Safe & Complete Streets : Develop a multi-modal 

network and balanced transportation system that safely accommodates all modes of 
travel. 
 

• Circulation Element Goal #3 Circulation Efficiency: Provide for the safe and efficient 
movement of goods throughout the City. 
 

 
• Circulation Element Goal #4 System Sustainability: Attain a sustainable 

transportation system that can be built, operated, and maintained, within the City’s 
existing and future resources. 
 

• Circulation Element Goal #5 Accessible Transit: Develop a widely accessible transit 
system available to all segments of the community. 

 
• Circulation Element Goal #8 Bicycle Trail Network: Create and build upon a 

pedestrian, bicycle and multi-use trail network that facilitates commuting, traveling to 
work or school, and recreation. 

 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends this item to the Planning Commission for discussion and action. 
 
Attachments: 
Location Maps. 
Traffic Incidence Reports. 
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